SECOND FASE OF EPIC - WORK PACKAGES: WHO IS RESEARCHING WH@ AT PRESENT?

" First fase (2023)

FENOMENAL FOCUSED RESEARCH

WP4: Youth’s exposure to and involvement in organized
crime

Question: to what extent does exposure to organized crime
within an individual’s network relate to organized crime
involvement among youths?

Method: by means of a unique network dataset developed

by Statistics Netherlands, we investigate the influence of the
proportion of criminal network members on youth’s organized
crime involvement.

ane of the questions that we would like to answer "
Is: s the influence of exposure to crime on criminal

involvement stronger for organized crime than for
general crimes?
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WP5: The online and offline pathways through which
youths become involved in organized crime

Question: how do youth become involved in organized crime?
And in what ways and to what extent do social media play a role
in this process?

Method: interviews with both professionals — such as youth
workers and police officers —and youth who are directly or
indirectly involved in organized crime in two Dutch cities.

Example: do young people ever come across
criminal ‘advertisements’ on social media? .
And what happens next if they respond to themr

ACTION RESEARCH

WP6: the evaluation and further development of
interventions focused on youths’ organized crime
involvement

Question: what is the goal of the intervention, by which
means are these goals met, and what are possibilities for
improvement?

Method: action research: an iterative process of participation
in interventions by the researcher, observation, reflection and
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End EPIC (2028)

Steering committee of EPIC

* Arjan Blokland, projectleader (WP4)

* Sjoukje van Deuren (WP5, WP8 and WP9)
¢ Fleur Souverein (WP6, WP7 en WP9)

e Edward Kleemans (WP5)

¢ Eva Mulder (WP6 and WP9)

¢ Annemiek Harder (WP7)

¢ Jessica Asscher (WP8)

¢ Veroni Eichelsheim (WP8 and WP9)

WP9: Dissemination, valorization and implementation -> from science to practice and policy

In order to learn and develop together, we organize annual EPIC learning sessions for policymakers and
practitioners, and bi-annual EPIC design sessions for members of the consortium. We publish periodic newsletters
and will use infographics, podcasts, scientific publications, and our website as outlets.

EFFECTIVITY RESEARCH

WP7: The effectiveness of prevention programs
targeting entry into organized crime

Question: do preventive interventions work? And if so, how?
What are the working mechanisms? And boundary conditions?
Method: research on the effects and working mechanisms

of three interventions: ‘Educatief Centrum’ (EC), trauma
treatment for mothers and ‘Grenzenstellend Jongerenwerk’

in which quantitative

WP8: What works for youth in desisting and resisting
from organized crime?

Question: to what extent are Kapot Sterk, Buit in de Klas and
Prospect4Cash effective? Does it work, for whom, and under
which circumstances?

Method: quantitative survey research using pre-, post-, and
follow-up measurements. Two programs are being evaluated
through a Randomized
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